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Don’t market your tobacco to me! 

Author:

Student, St Patrick’s School

I'm sorry you only have 3 months to live. How do you feel right now? Scared, sad, unhappy? The only reason you started smoking was because of what you saw on display boards, in front of you at stores and peer pressure. Unfortunately smoking is becoming a big part of our lives because of the marketing and easy availability, this can cause kids to start really young. For instance you go to the diary to buy milk and the temptation of lollies is in front of you..so you buy a few bags and what else is in front of you?...cigarettes ohoh...The cigarette packets are covered in colour and what do kids love? One packet even has a holiday scene on it. Cigarette companies are targeting kids as young as 11 and 12 so the cancer society are doing their best to get rid of all tobacco displays. The advertising of cigarettes was very heavy in 1963 on big display boards, television, movie theatres and even sporting events. They have come a long way since my Mum was younger because everywhere they went they would see these displays and adds which were basically saying pick me up and smoke me. Most of these were banned in 1973 and the rest were banned in 1995. The only displays now left are point of sale displays there are also new health warnings on all packets and this has been told to be working. They have also changed ads that encouraged smoking to quit-line numbers that you can ring to help you quit smoking. There is still the concern of tobacco being sold in diaries right next to milk and at eyelevel. So this is when the 'out of sight out of mind' pops up. What the cancer society is trying to do is get the tobacco off the shelves and out of sight of kids which means they won’t be influenced to buy. It's a scary fact but is true all new underage smokers are at an average of 14 years old and tobacco Has killed more than 170, 000 New Zealanders since 1950 and is still now killing 1 out of 2 smokers. The new smokers are what the industries call their 'replacement smokers' of those who have died from smoking. So this means that the industry is getting the same amount of money if not more for their product. Tobacco displays are affecting kids because it is encouraging them and they are now finding it a part of everyday life, which is not good. So come on these kids are our future adults help them out demand all sales to be hidden and before you pick up that killer think very hard 'do I want to die young' .

